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amping up art initiatives

By CHEAH UI-HOON
uihoon@sph.com.sg

THERE is the academic study of the
arts and there are artistic produc-
tions. For the longest time in Singa-
pore, the criticism has been that the
former hasn't kept up with the latter.

The newly established Centre for
Contemporary Art (CCA) at Nanyang
Technological University aims to re-
dress that. Housed at Blocks 7, 37, 38
and 43 at Gillman Barracks, the cen-
tre will present contemporary art,
host a research centre in collabora-
tion with NTU's School of Art, Design
& Media, and also host a residency
and fellowship programme for artists
and cultural producers from all over
the globe.

“The CCA was envisaged as a plat-
form for dialogue between research
in the arts and the impact of globalisa-
tion on the art world,” says Professor
Ute Meta Bauer, founding director of
the CCA at NTU’s School of Art, Me-
dia and Design.

The CCA also hopes to serve as a
hub for the arts in the South-east
Asian region - that connects the local
with the wider region and beyond.
The CCA is developed as a research
centre, supported by the Singapore
Economic Development Board, with
the aim to stimulate cross-discipli-
nary exchanges.

“The CCA's main areas of activi
will be research, exhibitions and resi-
dencies, and its mandate is to engage
deeper and to cultivate a culture of ve-

'The CCA’s main areas
of activity will be
research, exhibitions
and residencies, and
its mandate is to
engage deeper and to
cultivate a culture of
research in the field.

— Prof Ute Meta Bauer, founding
divector of the CCA at NTU's School
of Arl, Media and Design

search in the field,” explains Ms Bau-
er, who was appuinted following a
global search by NTU.

She notes how the art world in
South-east Asia is ambivalent. "On
the one hand, it is highly professional
ised, and on the other, it lacks ba:
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Ms Bauer most recently served as
Dean of the School of Fine Arts with
London’s Royal College of Art.

Prior to that, she was at Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology in the
United States, where she was an asso-
ciate professor for Visual Art in the
School of Architecture and Planning,
She was also the founding director of
the Programme in Art, Culture, and
Technology, as well as director of the
MIT Visual Arts Programme.

In Asia, Ms Bauer was last year’s
co-director with Hou Hanru of the
World Biennial Forum Number 1 -
Shifting Gravity, a conference organ-
ised by Gwangju Biennale Founda-
tion and the Institute for Foreign Cul-
tural Relations in Gwangju, South Ko-
rea, with a focus on biennial phenom-
ena in various Asian regions.

Having worked for over 25 years
in the contemporary arts field, Ms
Bauer notes that it's always been cru-
cial for her to connect practice and
theory, artistic production and its dis-
semination.

“This approach will form the core
of CCA's activities where intellectual
endeavour feeds back into exhibition
and public programmes, and vice ver-
sa." It's also open to exploring lesser
known areas such as trans-discipli-
nary collaborations, while "architec-
ture and the future of cities, art and
society, art and social change, will al-
s0 be addressed, but through collabo-
rations with various art centres in,

infrastructure d on what
country or region we talk about.”

th it Asia,” highlights Ms Bau-
er.



